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will  be  arranged  by  country,  while  the  number  of  garments  in  each  represented 
geographical  section  expresses  that  country's  attitude  towards  the  consumption  of 
disposable  packaging. 
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Kyong  Park,  a  commissioner  of  the  97  Kwangju 
International  Art  Biennale  in  Korea  (September  1  to 
November  23,  1997),  has  conceived  of  and  curated  an 
exhibition  called  “Images  of  the  Future:  The  Achitecture 
of  a  New  Geography, "  one  of  five  major  exhibitions  at 
the  Biennale.  The  exhibition,  which  examined  the 
reconfigurations  of  social  boundaries  within  the 
globalization  of  labor,  commerce  and  culture,  presented 
22  cities  from  around  the  world  with  their  most  critical 
and  contemporary  events.  Through  photographs,  films, 
video,  CD-ROMs,  and  architectural  and  urban  projects, 

“ images  of  the  Future”  measured  18,000  square  feet, 
and  was  seen  by  over  900, 000  visitors.  In  a 
documentary  form,  this  exhibition  will  be  presented  in 
800  square  feet  exhibition  space  of  StoreFront. 

Although  the  exhibition  is  primarily  comprised  of  images 
of  buildings  and  spaces,  it,  is  not  an  inventory  of  current 
innovations  in  architecture  and  urban  design.  Rather, 
architecture  and  urbanism  were  utilized  as  instruments 
for  cultural  studies,  especially  in  relation  to  political  and 
economic  forces.  The  goal  is  to  illustrate  the 
contentious  cycles  of  destruction  and  development  of 
urban  landscapes,  and  how  the  contemporary  city  has 
become  the  tragic  theater  of  social,  political  and  cultural 
conflagrations.  If  the  removal  of  the  Berlin  Wall  signifies 
the  beginning  of  a  global  re-assessment  of  personal, 
communal  and  national  identities,  then  “Images  of  the 
Future"  is  a  cinema  verite  of  post-Cold  War  urbanism. 
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Discussions  in  relation  to  the  exhibition 
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IMAGES  OF  THE  FUTURE 

The  Architecture  of  a  New  Geography 


Cities  used  to  have  walls  and  gates,  a  sense  of  enclosure  that  outlined  and  structured  the  community.  However,  the  urbanization  of 
developing  nations,  along  with  the  suburbanization  of  developed  nations,  have  made  such  enclosores  obsolete.  Villages  have  grown  into 
cities,  cities  have  expanded  to  form  megalopolises,  and  previoosly  independent  cities  are  merging  to  form  even  larger  cities,  which  often 
cross  national  boundaries.  This  suggests  that  cities  are  becoming  the  next  state  structure,  replacing  what  the  nation  used  to  represent.  At 
the  same  time,  some  cities,  abandoned  by  the  nomadic  behavior  of  advancing  technologies,  have  lost  significant  portions  of  their  populations 
and  industries;  first  to  the  suhurbs,  later  to  rural  areas  and  now  to  other  countries.  The  depopulation  and  disinvestment  nf  old  industrial 
cities  raise  the  possibility  of  a  throw-away  city,  with  our  disposable  culture  acquiring  an  urban  scale.  Uefenseless  against  the  increasing 
quantity  and  mnbility  of  pnpulation.  the  walls  and  gates  of  traditional  cities  have  been  removed. 

These  changes  may  help  to  explain  why  cities  are  so  violent.  We  keep  on  building  them  and  at  the  same  time  destroying  them.  These 
endless  cycles  of  destruction  and  construction  may  be  intrinsic  to  the  progress  of  the  urban  environment,  yet  their  excessive  recurrence 
seems  beyond  the  adaptive  limit  of  inhabitants.  And  modernity,  ruthless  in  the  use  of  natural  resources  and  human  labor,  in  the  end.  may 
leave  a  trail  of  abandoned  cities,  exhausted  along  the  route  of  advancing  capitalism. 

Uut  in  reality,  cities  are  just  moving,  shifting  their  boundaries  across  the  land.  Enclosure  no  longer  protects  communities,  it  destroys  them. 

At  the  same  time,  as  the  density  of  suhurbs  begins  to  exceed  that  of  the  inner  cities-again  in  developed  nations-the  enclosure  now  protects 
the  periphery  rather  than  the  center.  The  concept  of  enclosure,  the  very  principle  on  which  cities  were  founded,  is  in  transformation. 

Additionally,  electronic  communication  and  financing  -the  concretion  of  the  Global  Village-brings  a  new  dimension  to  the  change  of  our 
social  structure.  With  virtual  movements  beginning  tn  substitute  for  physical  movements— wired  and  wireless  vs.  automobile  and  airplanes— 
we  are  beginning  to  altera  place  rather  than  move  between  places.  Home  is  changing  into  office,  and  vice  versa,  while  cities  are  beginning 


to  look  more  like  each  other.  Consequently,  the  devaluation  of  geographical  relevancy  is  not  only  based  on  the  removal  of  physical  distances, 
hut  also  on  the  disappearance  of  urban  uniqueness.  The  geography  of  Everywhere  but  nowhere  “  is  under  construction,  where  the  centers, 
even  edges,  of  any  cities  or  cultures  seem  superfluous. 

Thus,  the  standardization  of  culture  and  the  development  of  physical  similarities  is  in  progress.  With  generic  malls,  hotels  and  offices  now 
dominating  skylines  and  public  spaces,  the  homogenization  of  urban  identity  is  integral  to  the  internationalization  of  labor,  commerce  and 
information.  The  gnal  is  the  convenience  nf  having  cities  that  look  and  feel  the  same;  that  conform  to  the  standards  and  comforts  that  are 
expected  by  increasingly  globalized  industries  and  their  professionals.  And  in  binding  distinctive  and  distant  landscapes,  the  architecture  of 
globalization  constructs  an  immaterial  city,  one  that  is  absent  of  a  particular  location  but  is  nevertheless  quite  real  and  functional. 

In  achieving  the  franchising  of  urban  and  cultural  spaces,  the  history  of  any  particular  place  must  be  modified,  and  in  some  cases, 
eradicated  outright.  Like  processed  food,  complex  and  differentiated  elements  are  replaced  with  simpler  cultural  icons  that  can  be 
controlled  and  marketed  for  wider  consumption.  For  example,  many  Asian  cities,  amid  urban  developments  of  monumental  proportions,  are 
erasing  their  traditional  sectors  and  building  standardized  urban  and  cultural  landscapes,  all  Western  inspired.  In  turn,  the  remnants  of 
indigenous  architecture  and  spaces,  now  dysfunctional  in  both  economic  and  cultural  terms,  could  only  survive  through  their 
thematifications,  as  restaurants,  museums  and  amusement  parks.  At  the  same  time,  with  the  absence  nf  “active”  culture,  selected 
memories  are  being  reconstituted  as  Official"  history,  and  returned  to  the  urban  fabric,  stripped  of  their  precision  and  idiosyncrasies  and 
primarily  attached  to  massive  commercialized  spaces.  As  much  as  the  Asian  officials  claim  that  the  Westernization  nf  their  cities  is  not 
literal  hot  interpretive,  the  survival  of  traditional  ways  of  life,  without  their  icons  and  symbnls,  will  be  virtually  impossible. 
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Discussions  in  relation  to  the  exhibition 

Moderator:  Hyong  Park 

Possible  guests:  Emmet  Cowin,  Josh  Chaikan  / ttohn  Pederson  fox), 

Michael  Timchumta,  Margaret  Morton,  Camilo  Jose  Vergara  and  ttevi 

Possible  subjects 

Oepopulation  and  disinvestment  o I  Industrial  cities 
Hyper-developments  and  the  ensuing  erasure  and 
disappearance  ot  historical  cities 
Exhaustion  ot  the  natural  environment  and  migration  ot  labor 
resulting  Horn  the  modernization  ot  social  structure 
Oisappearance  ot  traditional  and  physical  boundaries  and 
correlative  emergence  ot  invisible  and  economically 
determined  geography  ot  gated" cultures 
Mutual  ghettoizing  ot  wealthy  and  poor,  In  the  fragmentation 
and  demilitarization  ot  urban  spaces 
Oitterences  in  the  urban  strategies  ot  ethnic  isolations  within 
inner  cities  vs.  satellite  cities 
Revering  ot  urban  and  suburban  paradigms,  in  population 
density  and  building  typologies 
Coexistence  ot  Third  World  urbanism  within  First  World  cities 
1  vice  versa 

Fragmentation  and  enclaving  ot  urban  fabrics  through  the 
reemergence  ot  historical ,  cultural  and  ethnic  ditlerences  and 
contacts,  Including  civil  and  urban  warfare 
Homogenization  ot  urban  culture  and  landscape  through  the 
development  ot  generic  cities 

Oevaluation  of  the  geographical  relevancy  ot  cities  through 
the  disappearance  of  physical  uniqueness 
Clobalization  ot  industries  and  labor  that  unite  previously 
independent  cities  into  a  globally  lunctional,  physically 
invisible  and  electronically  determined  city 
Separation  ot  globally  operational  sector  ot  a  city  from  the 
internationally  irrelevant  and  technologically  less  competitive 
rest  ot  the  same  city 

Comparative  studies  on  the  utopia  and  dystopia  ot  hi-rises- 
the  ex-communist  urban  paradigm,  the  modernist  worker's 
housing  in  Asia  and  disillusioned  housing  projects  ot  the 
United  States 

Comparative  studies  on  Latin  American  housing,  including 
monumental  editices  and  vernacular  tabrics  in  the  forms  ot 
‘lavetias" and  'l os  Ranchos’ 

Environmental  tabula  rasa  in  Asian  mega-developments,  and 
importation  and  reinterpretation  ot  western  influences 
Post-colonialism  ot  developing  cities  involving  sell- 
colonization  ot  indigenous  culture  through  modern  consumer 
conveniences 

Cultural  dichotomy  within  the  drive  tor  internationalization 
and,  at  the  same  time,  the  residual  preservation  ot  traditional 
urbanism  in  developing  cultures 
Relationship  between  architecture  and  power,  within  political 
cities  such  as  Bucharest,  Berlin  and  Singapore 
Thematification  ot  historical  cities  in  the  process  ot 
internationalization 

Questions  on  the  neo-co lonatism  in  the  recent  Asian  economic 
crisis,  through  the  intervention  ot  the  International  Monetary 
fund  and  accompanying  Western  interests. 


And  with  the  Western  colonization  nf  Asia  reaching  its  closing  chapter,  exemplified  hy  the  recent  transfer  of  Hong  Kong  from  British  rule  to 
Chinese  control,  the  power  nf  colonialism  is  shifting.  Although  the  general  transformation  of  urban  landscape,  from  indigenous  to  western, 
was  brought  about  in  the  interest  nf  foreign  investment  and  trade,  it  is  the  foreigners  who  now  lament  more  on  the  loss  of  native  cultures 
than  the  natives,  Post-colonialism  induces  voluntary  self  exploitation  of  natural  and  human  resources.  In  this  condition  of  self-colonization, 
the  eradication  of  native  culture  may  be  more  ruthless  under  the  natives  than  the  foreigners,  as  the  transformation  uf  the  built  environment 
confronts  less  resistance. 

In  contrast,  the  dissolution  the  Cold  War  has  invoked  a  resurgence  of  national,  regional  and  local  identities.  Wars  in  Korea,  Vietnam  and 
Afghanistan  are  substituted  hy  conflicts  in  Iraq,  Somalia,  Chechnya,  Zaire,  Rwanda  and  elsewhere,  as  the  geo-political  landscape  is  being 
reconstituted  into  regional,  urban  and  even  neighborhood  scaled  divisions.  And  although  many  neo-nationalist  groups  may  have  been 
provoked  by  self-serving  political  and  financial  ambitions,  the  new  mapping,  nevertheless,  seems  quintessential  to  the  self-identity  nf 
indigenous  masses.  For  them,  revolution  is  spatial,  and  their  battles  are  over  spaces  and  buildings. 

Thus,  cities,  no  longer  targeted  by  atomic  weapons,  now  implode  from  their  own  disappointments  and  developments.  Different  sets  nf 
urban  issues,  nf  political  dominance  and  social  oppression,  are  being  brought  forth,  accompanied  by  pictures  of  burning  buildings  and 
exploded  public  spaces-in  the  World  Trade  Center,  Oklahoma  City,  Sarajevo,  Beirut  and  more.  The  movements  for  independence  are  now 
emerging  even  within  the  First  World,  and  not  just  in  some  “banana  republics.  “  With  the  internalization  of  political  debates  and  popular 
dissent,  architecture  becomes  the  new  political  effigy,  and  cities,  the  immersive  theaters  of  economic,  political  and  cultural  conflagrations. 

If  these  are  the  images  of  our  future,  then  they  must  be  the  architecture  of  a  new  social  geography  in  the  making. 

However,  the  re-defining  of  social  structure  is  not  only  based  on  religious,  ethnic  and  cultural  identities,  as  other  kinds  of  enclosures  are 
being  built  too.  Cities  and  regions  are  beginning  to  erect  a  variety  of  enclaves  and  “gated  communities”  to  protect  the  islands  of  wealth 
within  the  sea  of  poverty.  The  rich  ghettoize  themselves  as  well,  within  their  financial  headquarters  and  residential  areas.  Slumming  is  no 
longer  exclusively  for  the  poor,  and  in  the  separation  of  wealth  and  poverty,  the  demilitarization  of  urban  spaces  has  begun.  The  new 
enclosures  are  the  edges  of  the  post-modern  cities,  marked  with  razor  wires,  surveillance  cameras  and  private  body  guards.  Thus,  cities 
have  begun  to  build  their  walls  and  gates  again,  and  the  old  idea  of  fortification  returns  with  new  technologies  and  armaments. 


The  fragmentation  of  contemporary  cities  dues  not  end  with  the  building  of  enclaves,  For  an  example,  the  process  of  rebuilding  the  inner 
cities  uf  developed  nations,  with  their  new  spnrts  stadiums,  restaurants  and  theaters,  is  effectively  transforming  them  into  entertainment 
and  cultural  hubs  for  the  surrounding  areas-the  suburbanization  of  inner  cities.  And,  the  reconstruction  of  the  central  district  in  the  war- 
torn  city  of  Beirut,  or  the  new  urban  developments  in  Asia,  are  a  part  of  ambitious  plans  tu  develop  international-class  cities.  Under  the 
rhetoric  of  quality  of  life,  a  desirable  part  of  a  city  is  extracted  from  its  own  city,  and  connected  to  a  distant  culture  and  economy. 

In  the  end,  we  seem  to  be  making  many  nations  out  of  one  city,  and  at  the  same  time,  making  one  city  from  many  nations.  The  desire  to  be 
international  at  any  cost,  combined  with  the  renewed  emphasis  on  local  identity,  is  producing  a  phenomena  of  “Glocalization,"  a  diabolical 
mix  of  universalism  and  individualism.  In  the  attempt  to  reconcile  this  contradiction,  old  boundaries  are  being  broken  and  new  maps  are 
being  drawn,  radically  mutating  our  social  and  individoal  spaces. 

Thus,  the  city  is  both  a  document  and  progenitor  of  social  structures,  from  cultural  to  political  to  economic.  Its  immateriality  (space)  and 
materiality  (architecture)  provide  the  framework  and  possibility  for  human  thoughts  to  become  activities.  It  is  the  most  democratic 
manifestation  of  ourselves,  regardless  of  whether  it  is  autocratic  or  free.  In  hearing  our  triumphs  and  catastrophestowitness.it  is  the  most 
important  spacethatwe  have. 


Kyong  Park 
July  1397 


'Rummage  Sale’  Detroit 
Camilo  Jose  Vergara 
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